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NO. 2205/2007

to







2 July 2007

Mr. ATTILA KORODI

Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development 
Dear Minister,


While on vacation at the Monastery of Nicula to recover my health, I found out from the press as well as from many electronic messages that the Rosia Montana „problem” is now at a crucial stage; of maximum tension between those who believe that in Romania everything can be bought with money (including knowledge) and those who mightily fight to defend a very precious historic, cultural and economic patrimony as well as our nation’s dignity. I count amongst the later, not only as a member of the Holy Synod who, together with the Romanian Academy and the Catholic, Unitarian and Protestant Churches of Transylvania, strongly oppose the „Rosia Montana Gold Corporation” project, but also as the President of the Metropolitan Synod of Cluj, Alba, Crişana and Maramureş, under whose jurisdiction there are over four million citizens. 

It is on their behalf that I undertake this duty of conscience in beseeching you, esteemed Minister, to use all your diligence and to apply all legal means conferred upon you by your function to save Roşia Montana, Transylvania and the neighboring areas from an impending ecological disaster. We know that Roşia Montană is threatened with poverty, but now it is forced to choose between being poor and not being at all. There may be several solutions against poverty, but not also against an ecological crime for whose materialization huge sums of money are being spent, hidden maneuverings are being consumed, expert opinions are being falsified and documents written by specialists are being defalcated.


If we were to take into consideration only the above-mentioned church authorities, who have spoken against RMGC’s project ,we come to realize that they represent 99,99% of this country’s population;, a figure that can under no circumstance be ignored in democratic Romania.

Hoping that you will be an important factor in the final stage that will decide the victory of the national interest over private mercantilism, please accept, Minister, the guarantee of my deepest esteem. 
†BARTOLOMEU

      Archbishop and Metropolitan 
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