
Open Letter

Dr Miklos Persanyi
Ministry of Environment and Water
Fö utca 44-50
1011 Budapest

Kecskemet, 18 March 2007

Dear Dr Persanyi

We have on several occasions expressed or deepest concern about the Rosia Montana gold mine
proposal. We would like to reiterate it; particularly as we have consulted the EIA report and at the same
time can see no action from the part of decision makers to hold account the Romanian authorities for
the illegalities committed during the EIA licensing procedure.

We would like to highlight that we do not consider that releasing the Hungarian translation of the Non-
Technical Summary (Chapter 9) of the EIA study on the very day of the Szeged public consultation
falls within the framework of the ESPOO Convention. Amongst others, we also consider that an EIA
report with un-authored chapters is in violation of 2003/35/EC. Whilst it would be useful to know to
what extent your ministry was officially consulted prior to the approval of the Public Disclosure Plan
for the EIA procedure for the Rosia Montana mine proposal, we would like you use all your efforts in
putting a halt to this risky development.

Our Romanian NGO partners have informed us that several additional EIA procedures are to follow
regarding the mine proposal. Amongst one is the EIA Procedure for the Deforestation of 255ha of
forests at Rosia Montana. On 27 October 2006 the Romanian ministry for the Environment asked Rosia
Montana Gold Corporation to complement the information needed for initiating this environmental
licensing procedure; including translating the relevant technical memorandum into English as well as
filling in the standard ESPOO notification form. We would herewith like to inform you that we would
like to take part in the EIA Procedure for the Deforestation of 255ha of forests at Rosia Montana. We
therefore kindly request your ministry to take all necessary means for Hungary to be part in this
licensing procedure.

The next is the EIA Procedure for the Urbanistic Zonal Plan (PUZ) for the Rosia Montana Modified
Industrial Development Area. After considerable civil society pressure also from the part of Hungarian
NGOs, the Romanian environmental authorities decided in October 2006 that the above-mentioned
licensing procedure would need to apply the Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (SEA)
Directive. By definition this procedure will also trigger ESPOO. We would herewith like to inform you
that we would like to take part in the EIA Procedure for the Urbanistic Zonal Plan (PUZ) for the Rosia
Montana Modified Industrial Development Area. We therefore kindly request your ministry to take all
necessary means for Hungary to be part in this licensing procedure.

Last but not least, we would like you to know that we appreciate your efforts and work on this issue
and that we would like encourage you to ensure that Rosia Montana remains a priority for Hungary.

Signed and stamped on behalf of approx. 300 environmental NGOs by the event’s organizers -
Koerlanc and Csemete
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